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The condition of a forest ecosystem reflecting its ability to
sustain characteristic structure, function, and processes;
resilience to fire, insects and other disturbance mechanisms;
adaptability to changing climate and increased drought stress;
and capacity to provide ecosystem services to meet

landowner objectives and human needs.
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* Requirement established by
Congress in 2008 to maintain
eligibility for State and Private
Forestry funding.

 Washington State Forest Action

Plan released in 2010 and el
revision published in 2017. FOREST ACTION PLAN

* In FY2018 Washington State
DNR received $12.8M to fund 8 =
cooperative forestry programs.
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Planning Process Core Tenets
Develop the plan collaboratively.

Respect diverse partner interests.
Utilize peer reviewed science.

Identify implementable
milestones.

Publish a plan that is user-friendly.



Key Objectives
Identify opportunities to align strategies, resources, and
investments across DNR programs and with our partners.

Reinforce DNR commitment to 10-Year Wildland Fire
Protection Strategic Plan and 20-Year Forest Health
Strategic Plan: Eastern Washington.

Create the enabling conditions to develop a west-side
forest health and resiliency strategic plan.



20-YEAR
FOREST HEALTH
STRATEGIC PLAN

EASTERN WASHINGTON

RESOURCES

1.25 million acres treated by 2037

Reduce risk of uncharacteristic
wildfire and other disturbances

Enhance economic development

Integrate landowner objectives
and responsibilities

Develop and implement a
monitoring program



WASHINGTON STATE
WILDLAND FIRE PROTECTION
10-YEAR STRATEGIC PLAN

SOLUTIONS FOR A PRIPANID, SANE
RESILINT WASIHNGTON

o o0 NATURAL
. RESOURCES

Fully capable, integrated and
sustainable systems.

Resilient landscapes.
Communities are prepared &
adapted — now and in the

future.

Response is safe and effective.



Wildland Fire
Protection Strategy

VISION:
All Washington—safely
managing and living with
wildland fire.

Warking collaboratively across
Jurtsdictional boundarfes .mu
with engaged commu )

safeguard what we £
Washington s adapt r—d =r~j
prepared, and our landscapes
are healthy and resilient. We
prevent wildland fire, use fire

are resilient. In the

face of wildland fire, they
resist damage and recover
quickly.

adapted for current and future
fire regimes.

. Response is safe and effective.
There is zero loss of kfe, of
firefighters or the public, from
wildland fires.

FOCUS AREAS
* All of Washington

20-Year Forest
Health Strategy

VISION:

The goals and strategles
outlined in the plan will
ce wildfire hazards to
state trust lands and private
owners, leverage
al funding, Increase
ce for businesses,
and accelerate the
duva‘opm&m of resilient
osystems for the
t of curent and
€ generations.

l‘onmp!oglmmdadqn
strategies over time to ensure
treatment effectiveness.

FOCUS AREAS

Eastern Washington Forests
Large, forested landscapes
Forest health

Agurs 5. Washington's Forest Health Stratagic Fian and Wildiond Fre Protaction Strategic Pin support and reinforce cach other.



What are the threats facing forests?

What strategies and actions can the agency and our
partners take to more effectively address those threats?
Who needs to be involved in developing and implementing
the west-side forest health and resilience strategy?

Projected Increase in Fire Probability: 2t oy " ~

1981-2010 period to 2041-2070 period




Partner Engagement
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* Survey open October 15 — December 31, 2019. There were
361 responses.

* Wildfire and conversion were identified as most pressing
threats facing forests in Washington State.

* 96.7% of respondents believe it is important for DNR to

prioritize active restoration of forests such as thinning
unnaturally dense stands.

* Low levels of funding for forest conservation was cited as
one of the most important issues to be addressed.




Thank youl!
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Andrew.Spaeth@dnr.wa.gov
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